


"We Are Madison County" is a celebration of meaningful, 
impactful groups and inviduals who make up Madison 

County's unique and cherished culture.

We celebrate community partnerships.
We are human-focused.

We unite, not divide.
We promote, not advertise.
We advocate, not politicize.

Scan the code to sign up for our email list!



As 2022 began and our innkeepers revenue grew, we 
started exploring options to enhance the experience 
for guests in our Visitors Center. Leading up to the 
month of May’s Indiana Tourism Week, we graciously 
accepted Harrah’s Hoosier Park Racing & Casino’s 
donation of a Standardbred racing cart to be on display 
during Tourism Week and beyond. We have captured 
many smiling faces seated in the prime position for 
victory.

In early Fall, we took receipt of our newly developed 
and interactive digital kiosk, HootBoard. This kiosk 
allows for integrated options to guide our guests to 
their next destination, new opportunities within our 
communities, connection to our stories and travel 
writers, and an engaging Selfie Station. We have also 
started potential partnership discussions with other 
community leaders to offer more kiosks around the

county. You can follow us at www.hootboard.com/visitandmadco.

Just before the end of the year, we made two final changes. Standing over eight feet 
tall, lit ironwork in the shape of Indiana with a glowing red heart positioned directly over 
Madison County adds warmth to the space. We also received the excellent artistic 
efforts of Holly Sims, who hand-painted approximately one hundred and sixty square 
feet of mural space that represents many aspects of our county. This mural anchors our 
Visitors Center and has received numerous positive comments.

If you have not visited in a while, our doors are open and we would love to see you again. 

WELCOMING GUESTS

Mark Thacker
Executive Director

https://www.hootboard.com/visitandmadco


The start of the new year brings different meanings to 
different groups. For us at the Chamber of Commerce 
the new year marks the beginning of the Indiana 
General Assembly budget session and one of the key 
focus areas for our advocacy efforts. Our member 
businesses understand that democracy is not a 
spectator sport, and the Madison County Chamber is 
the voice of the regional business community, 
advocating for legislation that will spur progressive, 
inclusive economic growth.

From monitoring bills and speaking with legislators to 
working with all our municipal leaders to guide 
development in a way that will encourage growth while 
maintaining local identity, the Chamber is in the thick 
of the conversation of making our region a competitive 
business market. The Chamber even has a presence at 
the federal level, hosting congressional roundtables 

Clayton Whitson
President & CEO

ADVOCATING FOR A BETTER FUTURE

and our popular D.C. Fly IN to meet directly with our congressional delegation. 

This year’s Chamber priorities are heavily focused on our workforce including health and 
wellness initiatives, skilling up existing employees, recruiting new talent to our region, 
and removing barriers and mitigating risks for those pursuing their passions through 
entrepreneurship. 



With the New Year, and entering my 64th year during it, 
I’ve have a history of making a few resolutions….well, 
maybe quite a few over the years. Merriam-Webster 
has it as: something that is resolved; made a resolution 
to mend my ways; firmness of resolve. Centered mainly 
around fitness and financial goals, most all of mine 
have been personal self-improvement oriented. I’m 
sure many of you have done the same thing and equally 
have had the mixed results that I’ve experienced. 
Regardless of outcomes, it is always best to have a 
goal than to start anew aimlessly.
 
Revolution, Merriam-Webster noted: a fundamental 
change in the way of thinking about or visualizing 
something : a change of paradigm. Revolution is 
certainly a much more deliberate word and one worth 
considering. Madison County and the cities and towns 
within, have a great chance to start anew. 

RESOLUTION OR REVOLUTION?

Rob Sparks
Executive Director

Implementing new budgets, starting new projects, open new stakeholder conversations 
and build stronger partnerships and communities within. 
 
May I suggest we add some revolution into our resolution in 2023. The outcomes will 
certainly be better than to turn the calendar with no sense of collective focus. See you 
at the gym….we can do this!
 
Happy New Year!



As we crossed into 2023, the Madison County Community 
Foundation welcomed two new members into the ranks of 
Board Member Emeritus. 

Jim Ault and Craig Dunkin were honored at the Foundation’s 
December 2022 board meeting. Combined, Jim and Craig have 
more than three decades of service as Foundation board 
members. During that time, they helped guide the 
organization through steady growth and the development of 
dozens of new funds, as well as provided leadership through 
an unprecedented pandemic, staff transitions, and nationwide 
economic challenges.

Jim and his wife, Marilyn, were collectively named County 
Persons of the Year in 2017. Returning to Anderson for 
retirement after a long career with General Motors, Jim has 
been a key volunteer for a number of other companies and 
organizations, including the Anderson Symphony Orchestra, 
Ascension St. Vincent Anderson, and Ivy Tech Community 
College. 

Ben Davis
President

Craig represents the fourth generation of his family to guide W.R. Dunkin & Son construction 
company (now part of the Abel family of businesses) in its history spanning more than 100 years. 
During that time Dunkin’s company and its loyal employees literally transformed the skyline of the 
city of Anderson, as well as completed a number of high-profile projects across the region. 

Board Member Emeritus is a very special status that is not bestowed frequently, only given to those 
who have served with highest distinction. It is only thanks to the wise counsel of committed 
volunteers like Jim Ault and Craig Dunkin that the Madison County Community Foundation moves 
into the future with strength and confidence to continue improving the quality of life for all local 
residents, now and for generations to come. 

MCCF WELCOMES NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS EMERITUS



In 1895, Lapel residents formed a standing “Bucket 
Brigade” to train together and respond to fires. Hand to 
hand, each neighbor helped defeat threats to safety and 
property, knowing their neighbors would help them in the 
same way should the need arise. 

Ever since, the volunteer culture of emergency services 
has shaped the identity of South Madison County. It was 
likely that a call for help would be answered by a farmer, a 
newly-retired teacher, a bank teller, and a business owner 
—all who completed extensive training but left their “day 
job” to answer the call. This is still the case in some South 
Madison communities, but as our towns grow, our 
emergency services must follow suit.

This month’s creation of the South Madison Fire 
Protection Territory debuts a professionally staffed 
department. Like their predecessors in the bucket 
brigade, these neighbors are taking their place in line to 

offer aid to those in need- the real difference is scale. Serving more homes and families over 
more area requires more equipment, more staff, and ultimately, an additional station. Tax 
revenue will pay for these expenditures. The Foundation will continue to support emergency 
services through grants for supplemental and programmatic needs.

Our most recent emergency services grants supported drone response, replacement fire 
hose, thermal imagery cameras, stop the bleed kits, a wellness canine, safety signage, 
protective gear and a specialized gear washer. Foundation funded public safety equipment is 
an investment in our neighbors that can benefit any of us at any time. 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Tammy Bowman
Executive Director
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