


"We Are Madison County" is a celebration of meaningful,
impactful groups and individuals who make up Madison

County's unique and cherished culture.

We celebrate community partnerships.
We are human-focused.

We unite, not divide.
We promote, not advertise.
We advocate, not politicize.

Scan the code to sign up for our email list!



When you think “State Park” the holidays don’t usually come
to mind, but Mounds State Park is working to challenge that
idea. Whether it is a drive through holiday light display, or
illuminated night walks, or a chance to come in out of the
cold to share an opportunity to make a memory; Mounds
State Park has it all!

The third annual Nights of Lights display is an opportunity for
visitors to view a drive through community hosted and
decorated holiday light display. Visitors will see over 68
different organizations, business, and groups who have
decorated a site and are helping the Friends of Mounds State
Park fundraise for a new accessible playground for the park.
Nights of Lights is every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday in the
month of December (including holidays) from 6 p.m. to 9:30
p.m.

Was “get healthier” one of your New Year’s Resolutions? On January 1 at 5:30 p.m. you
can join others for a guided “First Day Hike” where enthusiasts can act on their
resolution and get moving. This easy walk will be guided by the Mounds State Park
Naturalist who will share the importance of the park and how it can help you stay healthy
in the year to come.

In January through March, Mounds State Park will be hosting the Winter Workshop
Series where visitors of all ages can join a variety of facilitated arts and crafts
workshops and learn a new skill while staying out of the cold. Dreamcatchers, native
plant terrariums, brooms, walking sticks and more. To learn more about these Saturday
workshops, visit https://on.in.gov/moundssp.

MOUNDS STATE PARK: 
CHALLENGING THE IDEA OF COLD

Kelley Morgan
Interpretive Naturalist,

Mounds State Park



As we’re looking back, it seems a distant memory some of
the doom and gloom recession predictions many economists
had heading into 2023. Even if higher interest rates and
other concerning economic indicators were present in some
sectors early in the year, it certainly did not diminish the
amount of capital investments made in Indiana and our
community. With the announcements of Corteva and Fitt
USA, our local economy ended 2023 on a high note of
opportunity. By most accounts 2024 is going to be a great
year for our local economy. Most experts are predicting
decisions from the Federal Reserve to make it even more
enticing for businesses to secure capital and invest in their
operations. 

Here in Madison County, we are well-positioned to capitalize
on economic growth in surrounding counties because 
 

Clayton Whitson
President & CEO

ECONOMIC OPTIMISM ABOUNDS 
IN 2024

indiv idual  communit ies  in  the county  are  wi l l ing  to  share information and
resources in  developing projects  to  attract  business.  With  our  reasonable  cost
of  l iv ing and lower-than-average median home pr ices,  we should  continue to  be
an appeal ing option for  companies to  consider  locat ing to  and we a lrea dy have
several  projects  in  the pipel ine.  Businesses and entrepreneurs  around our
county  are  a lready beginning to  explore avenues for  securing capita l  needed for
major  equipment  purchases as  wel l  as  keeping up with  competit ive  wages.
These act ions wi l l  continue to  fuel  economic growth and employment
opportunit ies  creat ing a  f lour ishing economy in  Madison County  throughout
2024 and beyond.  



Ben Davis
President

REFLECTIONS ON LOCAL
PHILANTHROPY

While working on the Foundation’s annual report I had the
opportunity to reflect on our history and felt compelled to share
some long-overdue updates and good news. Our impact on
Madison County since 1992 has been remarkable; a legacy full of
countless stories of community members helping one another
through the Foundation’s stewardship of their resources. Here
are a few takeaways that stand out: 

The Madison County Community Foundation belongs to the
community, and holds the community’s memory. More than
3,000 individual donors have contributed to the funds we
manage, including a number of estate and memorial gifts.
The generosity of these good friends continues to benefit
local agencies and students far beyond their own lifetime.
The work of the Foundation is for good, forever. We focus
especially (but not exclusively) on permanently endowed 

Distributing dollars through grants and scholarships is only part of the total solution to
the issues our community faces. Yes, our financial impact is significant, but we also
bring stakeholders together to invest in systems-level work that addresses root causes. 
And lastly, there is a philanthropist in all of us. Everyone has a voice and a role to play in
changing Madison County for the better, and you don’t have to be wealthy to give back to
your community in some way. 

As we look to the next 30 years and beyond, we will not rest on our successes of the past, but
rather take the lessons learned to expand, adapt, and propel our work in the coming months,
years, and decades. No matter how you would like to be involved in local philanthropy, we
have a place for you and your perspectives. Here’s to great things in 2024!

funds which will never deplete. In doing so, the Foundation serves as stewards for today
while building a stronger community for tomorrow. 



WATER IS MORE PRECIOUS 
THAN GOLD

Will it happen? My answer has been constant for 10 years. Three decades of studies, and
the information gathered reflects it’s just not possible for the metro to meet the current
drought needs and continue to grow without added additional supply. A large storage
pool uphill from where the water is needed would be the ideal solution. Piping from other
regions will likely not prove to be feasible and cost effective, plus the consideration of
the impacts on those locations where the water would come from, but those options
must be considered. Ground water contamination clean up and new conservation
measures will also be on the solution list. 
 
Time will tell, and if you support this regional transformational project or want to know
more, let me hear from you!

A new year is nearly here. We are blessed to have a chance
to start anew, or reposition past goals with new energy and
focus. In 2024, the Indianapolis metropolitan region is
looking to solve the water sustainability issue. The Lebanon
LEAP Project has exposed the vulnerability of the regional
water supply. 
 
The Indy metro needs water?? Who has said that before?? 🙂
Ok, if you have known me long you probably know about the
Mounds Lake project (MoundsLake.com). The popular idea
first “floated” in the 2010 Leadership Academy Class. It
“surfaced” in 2013 and many may have thought it had “dried
up.” In fact, it’s been “trickling” like the White River in a
drought. 

Rob Sparks
Executive Director



1. 2023’s largest donation, given anonymously, created a
scholarship open to students of any age who show motivation to
succeed but lack means to attain higher education. The
scholarship pays full tuition to one or more students annually.
Scholarships of $119,200 were awarded this year. 

2. Alone we can do very little, but together we can accomplish
great things! This year, we convened our towns’ leaders in a
monthly work group, stewarded community projects like the 4-
way crosswalk near Falls Park and offered continuing education
to agency partners. After our “Cues, Clues, and What To Do's”
workshop, one participating organization purchased land
through a $250,000 charity discount sale! 

3. Community events and public spaces are the heart and soul of
our small towns. In an effort to make our events larger and more 

successful, we launched the "What's On, South Madison" community calendar, where event
hosts can share details for public events. 

4. We awarded $122,890 in competitive grants for fantastic things like a wildflower meadow,
pottery wheels, swim teams, police drone, gear washer, sheriff canine, strategic planning,
podcasting, public restroom, holiday lights, and SO. MUCH. MORE. 

5. Everything we're able to do is because of the donations given by our wonderful community.
Your donations, your expertise, and your vision for a brighter future help us grow. We’re
excited to share that you can triple your impact with donations to the Bright Future Fund,
which are currently being offered a generous $2 for $1 matching grant!

SMCF TOP FIVE (2023)

Tammy Bowman
Executive Director
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